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THE STORY OF GABRIEL GARGAM

The case of Gabriel Gargam is probably one of the best known of all the thousands
of cures at Lourdes, partly because he was so well known at the Shrine for half a
century, partly because it was a twofold healing, spiritual and physical. Born in 1870
of good Catholic parents, he gave early promise of being a clever student and a
fervent Catholic. The promise was not fulfilled in the most important respect for, at
15 years of age, he had already lost his faith. He obtained a position in the postal
service and was carrying out his duties as a sorter in December of 1899, when the
train on which he was traveling from Bordeaux to Paris collided with another train,
running at 50 miles per hour. Gargam was thrown fifty two feet from the train. He lay
in the snow, badly injured and unconscious for seven hours. He was paralyzed from
the waist down. Gargam's condition was pitiable in the extreme. He could not help
himself even in the most trifling needs. Two trained nurses were needed day and
night to assist him. That was Gabriel Gargam as he was after the accident, and as he
would continue to be until death relieved him. About his desperate condition there
could be no doubt.

Previous to the accident Gargam had not been to Church for fifteen years. His
aunt, who was a nun of the Order of the Sacred Heart, begged him to go to Lourdes.
He refused. She continued her appeals to him to place himself in the hands of Our
Lady of Lourdes. He was deaf to all her prayers. After continuous pleading of his
mother he consented to go to Lourdes. It was now two years since the accident, and
not for a moment had he left his bed all that time. He was carried on a stretcher to the
train. Arrived at Lourdes, he went to confession and received Holy Communion.
There was no change in his condition. Later he was carried to the miraculous pool
and tenderly placed in its waters — no effect. Rather a bad effect resulted, for the
exertion threw him into a swoon and he lay apparently dead. After a time, as he did
not revive, they thought him dead. Sorrowfully they wheeled the carriage back to the
hotel. On the way back they saw the procession of the Blessed Sacrament
approaching. They stood aside to let it pass, having placed a cloth over the face of the
man whom they supposed to be dead.

As the priest passed carrying the Sacred Host, he pronounced Benediction over
the sorrowful group around the covered body. Soon there was a movement from
under the covering. To the amazement of the bystanders, the body raised itself to a
sitting posture. While the family were looking on dumbfounded and the spectators
gazed in amazement, Gargam said in a full, strong voice that he wanted to get up.
They thought that it was a delirium before death, and tried to soothe him, but he was
not to be restrained. He got up and stood erect, walked a few paces and said that he
was cured. The multitude looked in wonder, and then fell on their knees and thanked
God for this new sign of His power at the Shrine of His Blessed Mother. On August
20th, 1901, sixty prominent doctors examined Gargam. Without stating the nature of
the cure, they pronounced him entirely cured. Gargam, out of gratitude to God in the
Holy Eucharist and His Blessed Mother, consecrated himself to the service of the
invalids at Lourdes.

Source: http://www.olrl.org/stories/lourdes.shtml
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Valaszoljon magyarul az alabbi kérdésekre!

1.) Miért rendkiviili Gabriel Gargam esete?

6p
a)
b)
c)
2.) Hogyan keriilt ilyen kétségbeejté allapotba?
5P
3.) Milyen &polésra szorult?
2p
1.) Hogyan jutott el Lourdes-ba?
2p
5.) Milyen szentségekhez jarult ott?
4p
6.) Mely eseményt kovetGen allt be a dramai valtozas? 6p
Maximalisan elérhet6 pontszam: 25 pont
Teljesitési minimum (40%): 10 pont
Elért pontszdm: 1. javito ...... pont 2. javitd: ......pont eredmény: ............. pont

Alairas: 1. javito: .....cccceeeeeenrenenn. I -1 | (o TR fovizsgaztatd: ......eeeevveeveeecnreennen,
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MEGOLDOKULCS

1.) Miért rendkiviili Gabriel Gargam esete?
a) nagyon ismert ember volt a kegyhelyen
b) csodalatosan meggyobgyult
c) testi és spiritualis gyogyulasban is részesiilt

2.) Hogyan keriilt ilyen kétségbeejt6 allapotba?

1899 decemberében postasként szolgalatban Bordeaux-bol
Péarizsba utazott vonaton. A vonat 0ssziitkozott egy masik
szerelvénnyel, amely 50 mérfold 6rankénti sebességgel sza-
guldott. Gargam 52 ldbnyira kirepiilt a vonatbo6l. Stlyosan
megsériilt. Hét 6ran at nem volt eszméleténél. Derekatol le-
felé megbénult.

5 informacio a fentiekb6l

3.) Milyen apolasra szorult?
két képzett apol6 altali. éjjel — nappali (4llando)

4.) Hogyan jutott el Lourdes-ba?
Apéca nagynénje és édesanyja ismételt kérésére szanta ra
magat.

5.) Milyen szentségekhez jarult ott?
gyont és aldozott

6.) Mely eseményt kovetGen allt be a dramai valtozas?
A kormenetben az Eucharistiat vivé pap megaldotta 6ket.

5P

2p

2p

4p

6p



